SWASTIKA   OVER   HUNGARY

Good King Wenceslas wore it, and took it to Prague, but,
despairing of obtaining recognition for his claim, he sent it to his
cousin Otto of Bavaria, who came riding down from Vienna,
with the Holy Crown in a wooden casket fastened to his saddle
to claim his Hungarian throne, only to find, when half-way, that
he had lost it; riding back in haste, he found it in the mud at
Fischamend, where on summer's evenings, when I was in Vienna,
I used to drive out to eat fish suppers in the little inn by the
Danube, with its leafy and flowery courtyard, and very good
they were.

A bold and bad Transylvanian baron, Apor, king-maker by
inclination, captured Otto and took the crown from him. The
result was that the Pope's candidate for the Hungarian throne,
Charles of Anjou, though he was crowned three times, was not
accepted by the Magyars. Not even a Papal anathema on the
stolen crown could shake their reverence for it, and ultimately
a Papal Legate had to go to Transylvania and induce Apor,
somehow, to give it up, so that Charles could be crowned a fourth
and last time and made an honest king. Next Elisabeth, Qtieen of
the first Habsburg King Albert, stole it to make sure that her new-
born son, and not a rival Polish prince, should be crowned King
of Hungary, as he duly was, whereafter his mother took the crown
to Vienna.

When the Turks crushed the Hungarians at Mohacs the Crown
remained safely in the fortress at Vishegrad, about thirty miles
from Budapest on the Danube, and was even shown to the Sultan
when he came down from his bivouac near Buda to see it; in
jocular mood he tried it on the head of some of his attendant
pashas.

After many adventures in succeeding centuries Francis Joseph
came to the throne in Vienna and was refused recognition by the
Hungarian Government of Louis Kossuth, whereon Austria called
Russia to her help and attacked Hungary and the crown was
removed and buried in a wood near Orsova. Several years
passed before Baron Kempen, Chief of Police in Vienna, found a
man who knew where the crown was buried and was willing for
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